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This course is part of the Global Classroom Initiative supported by the University of 
Maryland, College Park. This course will offer UMD and UDD students the 
opportunity to engage in cross-cultural, project- based, technology-mediated work, 
aimed at developing global professionals who will make a positive impact.

Th i s  cou r se  w i l l  he lp  s t uden t s  ga in  a  c ros s  cu l t u ra l  unde r s tand ing  o f  ch i l d
deve lopment  and  pove r t y  i n  d i f fe ren t  con tex t s  (U .S .  and  Ch i l e )  by :  ( 1 )
ga in i ng  emp i r i ca l  know ledge  abou t  t he  na tu re  o f  pove r t y  i n  Ch i l e  and  the
US  and  i t s  e f fec t s  on  t he  g rowth  and  deve lopment  o f  ch i l d ren .  S tuden t
w i l l  l ea rn  abou t  demograph ic  da ta  and  conceptua l i za t ions  o f  pove r t y  i n
Ch i l e  and  the  US ;  (2 )  acqu i r i ng  an  unde r s tand ing  o f  t he  de f i n i t i on  o f
pove r t y  and  i s sues  as soc ia ted  w i th  i t s  measu rement  i n  Ch i l e  and  the  US .
S tuden t s  w i l l  l ea rn  abou t  pub l i c  po l i c ie s  deve loped  by  bo th  coun t r i e s  to
f igh t  pove r t y ,  focused  on  t he  ea r l y  yea r s  o f  ch i l d  deve lopment ;  ( 3 )
app l y i ng  c r i t i ca l  t h i n k i ng  s k i l l s  t o  ana l y ze  and  compare  pub l i c  po l i c ie s
re la te  to  pove r t y  i n  Ch i l e  and  the  US .  S tuden t  w i l l  ana l y ze  and  compare
emp i r i ca l  r e sea rch  on  t he  impact  o f  pove r t y  and  pub l i c  po l i c ie s  on
ch i l d ren  and  ado lescen t  on  va r ious  doma ins :  cogn i t i ve ,  phy s i ca l ,  and
soc ia l  emot iona l  i n  Ch i l e  and  the  U .S . ;  and ,  (4 )  conduc t i ng  i n te r v i ews
w i th  commun i t y  agency  ( f rom Ch i l e  and  the  US )  to  w r i te  a  pape r  and
po l i c y  b r i e f .  S tuden t s  w i l l  o rgan i ze  a  sem ina r  to  p resen t  t he i r  f i nd ings
s imu l taneous l y  i n  Ch i l e  and  the  US .   



COURSE LECTURERS

Dr. Cabrera is a professor in the Department of 
Human Development and Quantitative 
Methodology, University of Maryland, College of 
Education.  Previously, Dr. Cabrera held an expert 
appointment in the Demographic and Behavioral 
Sciences Branch of the National Institute of Child 
Development (NICHD). At NICHD, she was also an 
Executive Branch Fellow sponsored by the Society 
for Research in Child Development. Dr. Cabrera 
was intimately involved in the planning and 
implementation of several projects including the 
Science and Ecology of Early Development 
(SEED), the Early Head Start Research and 
Evaluation Project's father study, and the Early 
Childhood Longitudinal Study-Birth Cohort. Dr. 
Cabrera currently teaches graduate and 
undergraduate courses on social development, 
parenting, and child development and poverty. 
 Her research interests include parent-child 
relationships, children's social and emotional 
development in different types of families and 
cultural/ethnic groups, school readiness, 
fatherhood, predictors of adaptive and 
maladaptive parenting, and translation of 
research into practice and policy.

Dr. Aldoney is an associate professor in the 
Department of Psychology, Universidad del 
Desarrollo, Santiago. Dr. Aldoney completed her 
Master of Arts and PhD in Human Development 
from the University of Maryland. During that time 
she worked with Dr. Cabrera in the Family 
Involvement Lab conducting research with low- 
income Latino families. Currently, Dr. Aldoney is a 
professor and researcher at the Center of 
attachment and emotional regulation in 
Universidad del Desarrollo. She teaches graduate 
and undergraduate courses on child development, 
parenting and interventions. Her research interest 
include parent-child relationships, fatherhood, 
and the role of play in child development. More 
specifically, she is interested in examining the 
different ways in which mothers and father 
contribute to child´s positive development during 
the preschool years. 
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